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The Chronicle Project 
•  One of several initiatives from BBC Archive Development Group: 

o  To explore and facilitate increased access to massive (inaccessible) BBC 
archive. 

•  BBC Northern News material 1963-1975: 

o  Inherent academic interest in the period; 

o  Paucity of widely-available audio-visual material; 

o  Deterioration of 16mm film stock. 

•  Westminster one of five institutions on project steering group: 

o  QUB, UU, St Mary’s University College, Royal Holloway University of 
London; 

o  Delivered through a partnership between the JISC-funded Strategic Content 
Alliance, the BUFVC and the BBC. 



Questions and Answers 

•  How should material be selected? 

•  Should material be held back on grounds of sensivity? 

•  Should we impose a thematic structure on it?  

•  Did we need to provide contextualising material to help users ‘make 
sense of it’? 

•  Problems inherent in the material: 

o  Much of it is mute; 

o  Absence of scripts; 

o  Mixture of rushes and broadcast material; 

o  Meta-data is often sparse; 

o  No recordings of actual news transmissions in broadcast form. 



‘The Troubles’ at Westminster 

•  Twenty-five to thirty students annually take 1HIS656 The Troubles: 
Britain and Northern Ireland 1968-1998: 

o  Student cohort reflects Westminster’s cosmopolitan intake; 

o  Normally five or six US ‘study abroad’ students; 

o  Typical Level 6 student currently born in 1990. 

•  Emphasis at level 6 History on primary source work: 

o  Enormous variety of available primary source material on ‘The Troubles’; 

o  PRONI, CAIN, National Archives, Saville Enquiry. 

•  Enhanced now by online access to audio-visual data: 

o  ITN Newsfilm Online and – now- Chronicle.  









Chronicle in Teaching and Learning - Lectures 



Chronicle in Teaching and Learning - Seminars 



Chronicle in Historical Research  

•  Unmediated access to hitherto unseen audio-visual 
material; 

•  Tremendous value to historians of the Troubles: 
–  But also of the televising of the Troubles; 

–  As regards BBC NI but also comparative studies with ITN. 

•  But a reminder also that NI had a history before the 
Troubles: 

–  and that Ulster life wasn’t only bombs and bullets; 

–  That life to some extent carried on as normal. 



Duke Street’s Unsung Hero 

Paddy	  Douglas	  being	  struck	  by	  an	  RUC	  officer,	  as	  filmed	  by	  the	  
BBC’s	  Dick	  Macmillan	  

 



Chronicle in Historical Research 

•  Chronicle has been very useful for my research into the genesis and 
development of the civil rights movement .. hitherto unseen footage of civil 
rights meetings and news coverage relating to NICRA, PD and Unionist 
reaction to the campaign … useful coverage of an early civil rights event in 
London in 1965.  John Taylor, sometimes seen as sympathetic to civil 
rights in this period, staunchly  defends Unionism at this meeting which 
was organised by the Connolly Association … interesting footage of Betty 
Sinclair defending NICRA against suggestion that it was being taken over 
by ‘extremists’ in 1969. There is also very interesting interviews about 
factionalism in NICRA in Armagh in 1970.  

o  Dr Patrick Smylie (UoW) 



Register Your Institution 

•  Access to Chronicle is available to Higher and Further educational 
establishments in the United Kingdom and requires that each 
institutions signs a 
sub-licence agreement which is available for download. There is no 
cost for access.  

•  To register your interest and discuss your requirements you may 
contact ask@bufvc.ac.uk or call 020 7393 1500 

•  http://chronicle.bufvc.ac.uk 

 


