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from The Times 
12th February 1982
Prof. Nicholas Pronay & 
Dr David Rayner Clark
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Professor Phil Taylor (1954 – 2010)
University of Leeds

War and the Media: Propaganda and Persuasion in the Gulf  War (1992)
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Where we are in 2010

• still no UK legal deposit for television and radio – the 
current consultation on legal deposit does not address 
broadcasts or film but ‘non print publications’

• ‘selection’ continues to be the policy of the ‘national 
collections’

• it is regarded as naïve to aim to be ‘completist’ 
although scholars and industry would prefer this goal

• should we aspire to ‘parity with paper’? 
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• VHS remains a common access and storage medium 
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• VHS remains a common access and storage medium 
for archive recordings of television

• but these collections, and their catalogues, are being 
disposed of fast by academic bodies

• some of the content being disposed of may be 
unique or unavailable elsewhere

many thousands of hours of licensed content are gradually being lost
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• VHS is a resilient and tough format – sometimes 
lasting longer and better than other tape formats

• there is not yet a shortage of machines available to 
play out VHS content

• now is the time to make plans

What we discovered in 2009
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• 40% of the off-air recording collections in UKHEIs 
hold between 1,000 and 10,000 recordings

• 7% hold between 10,000 - 20,0000 recordings 

• 4% hold more than 20,000 recordings
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What we discovered in 2009

• 43% of responding licensed institutions said they had 
‘no centralised collection’ of recordings 

• 56% had ‘no agreed retention/disposal policies’ for 
content acquired under licence and exception

• of those with centralised collections only 52% had off-
air recordings integrated in their library catalogues
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• communication between collections is not 
well co-ordinated

• there is little or no sharing of catalogue data

• there is some informal content sharing

• a system of inter-library loan would be valued

• a shared services initiative might be welcomed
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• UK higher education is in a privileged position to be 
able to acquire and store broadcast content 

• operates under an exception in UK law

• with special licence to record, hold and use content

• de facto – a distributed national collection
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• cost of licensing, recording, cataloguing, labelling, 
storing and managing an off-air recording on tape for 
ten years is estimated at around £300 per item  

• a collection of 4,000 recordings may therefore 
represent an investment of as much as £1.2 million

• much of this content may never be transmitted again
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• no formal national process, yet, for checking the 
value or rarity of a VHS recording before its 
disposal

• there is therefore an apparent undervaluing and 
lack of care for these recorded media
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• create a union catalogue of off-air recordings held in 
the UK under licence and exception

• develop a UK research reserve approach to disposals

• link TRILT metadata to the BoB system

• deploy a remote ingest system for ERA+ licensed 
bodies to load content remotely for sharing
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Murray Weston
Senior Advisor
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